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9th Equality, Diversity and Inclusion International Conference (EDI)
22 - 24 June 2016, University of Cyprus, Cyprus

Conference theme:

Equality, Diversity, Inclusion and Human Rights in Times of Austerity

Workshop topic: The field of diversity in the discipline of history and its relationship with ethnic identity formation and social justice in Times of Austerity
Workshop facilitator: Dr. Brett Troyan, State University of New York at Cortland, United States

          Troyanb@cortland.edu
Background and objectives of the workshop: 
The construction of difference and of identity is a historically based one. The formation of a social, ethnic, and cultural identity does not occur in a vacuum and emerges from a specific historical context. This historical context, which changes constantly, reflects the power dynamics of a particular society.  The power dynamic between a marginalized group that is constructed as diverse and the nation state can shift depending on international and domestic factors. In the case of Latin America, indigenous ethnic movements and Afro-descendant movements benefited from a re-alignment of power dynamics in the 1990s and the decade of 2000s.  In response to this new power dynamic and the possibility of obtaining state resources the ethnicization of rural groups occurred in Latin America. So, rural marginalized population who previously did not have a clear ethnic identity argued that their group was diverse and thus deserving of state resources. The allocation of state resources for ethnic groups occurred in a general context of nation states adopting austerity policies.  The construction of a diverse identity was accompanied by a development of anthropological and historical studies of diversity in Latin American societies. This workshop proposes to look at the link between the development of the field of historical diversity with the construction of social movements based on the formation of a diverse identity. 
The workshop will start off with a presentation of the case study of Manuel Quintin Lame who was the most important indigenous leader of Colombian Native American communities and who has been compared to Gandhi. A short video clip about Manuel Quintin Lame’s life will be shown. The presentation will highlight how the field of historical diversity accompanied and was developed in tandem with the social movement led by this indigenous leader.  A discussion and workshop with group exercises will allow workshop participants to examine how in their respective societies the identity of social movements was formed in tandem with the field of historical diversity. 
. 

Important dates:

· Abstract/Developmental/full paper submission: April 15, 2016 on 

http://www.edi-conference.org  

·  Response to authors (acceptance / rejection): April 30, 2016.

·  Deadline for full papers and best paper nominations and submission of best papers to the relevant associated journal (as agreed by submitter): May 30, 2016.
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